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To 


The Tranſlator to the Author, 


O, ſo, Lord Bartas, ſnould all Arts be ſpent 
Intrathes aduauncement and their eAuthors glorie : 
Bluſh Chriftian Poets gg. (ceme eloquent, 
In porniantds lying ſtorte : 
Let Poets learne the ſacred truth to write : 


eAnd Heathens take the lying Epithite. 


There,there, Lord Bartas hath the truth hir grace, 
there God is Phabus,and bis ſprite the muſe, 
Where Poets follow Prophets heauenly trace, 
eAnd Parnaſe mount for Zion dorefuſe : 
Let heathniſh paraſites that cog and flatter, 
Call fined muſes,to their forged matter, 


Thenthen, Lord Bartas art and truth accord, 

When truth is miſtreſſe and thoſe arts hir maides, 

When ſubll quirks,and queftions be abhord, 

And dimfcls follow nhere their miſtroffveades. 
Truthes Poets let them not be vaine diſpmters : 
But take hir Prophets for their onely tutors, 


Thu thus, Lord Bartas ha#t thou done, and woann 

Arts garlard,and truthes heauenty bleſſing, 

She was thy n_ oddid ſet thy tune, 

His ſprite did guide thee in that truthes expreſſing : 
Now whiles thy works in Frannce affoord a ſunſhine, 
Vouchſafe this ſhadow may be Englands moonſume. 
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Tothe Right Wgg{hipfull, wiſe, and learned, 


M.Anthonic Bacon : pette& heolth of bodieincreaſe of 
vertnes and worſhip ; to the boncrable ſerurce of bus 
Fomntrie, the aduancement of Religion, 
and the enetlaſting felicinte 
of bts awne ſoule. 
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3 wiſdome bloſſomed in youth, and 


{1 


SJ @ 7 by trauaile abroad, haue drawne 
p HCA me, a poore nameles countriman 


Ourlongex 


ence, both of the 


; French eltate,& language (Right 
LP worlbipfull: ) the report of your 


2 | ripened in yeeres, increaſed by 


learningat home, and confirmed 


of yours, to make choyce of your 
woorthie title ro countenance the forefront of this 
frame: and your iudgement to cenſure the priuie con- 
ueiances thereof. The peece of worke which I offer to 
your patronage and tudgement, was vndertaken in the 
nonage of my ſtudies, before I was profeſſed , and per- 
haps had beene ſmothered from the world as an abor- 
tiue, had notſome my deere friends weaned it from my 
hands, and foſtered itin their affe&ionate boſoms, pro- 


miſling ir life and light, if not with me, without me: yer 
not in reſpeR,cither of the matter which is heauenly,nor 
the Author which 1s excellent,defired I tofilence my in- 
fantlike pen from proceeding heerin : but bicauſe this 


moſt Chriſtian Poer,and noble Frenchman Lord of Bartas, 
might haue been naturalized amongſt ys,cither by a ge- 
ncrall a& of a Poeticall Parliament : or haue obtained a 


kingly tranſlator for his wecke(as he did for his ruries:) thekingorscorn 
or rather a diuine Sidvey, a ſtately Spexcer,or a ſweet Da- andared his 

wiell for an interpreter thereof. For ſo was 1 put in afalſc 
hope by ſome, that the liuing Pen of that worthie decea- 


unes, 


ſed knight, had amongſt other his charitable legacies 4. 


bequeathed a rich ſuic,after our beſt Engliſh faſhion,vns | 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie, 
to this honorable Poet : and therefore ſuppreſſed my 
ragged weeds, till I perceiued their promiſe ſhrunke , 8& 
my expeGatiob ſtill naked. And yet if any of the fore- 
named Heroicall Spirits hauc vndertaken the perfor- 
mance of that a, I would not haue my ſeelic daics 
worketo preiudice their Weeke, nor my moat to flutter 
in the preſence of their bright beames : wherefore 
though my raſh quill hath tooke a further flighr into 
this tranſlation : yer haue I pinioned vp the reſt of bir 
fethers, and ſuffered onely the firſt daies worke to: paſſe 
abroad : till I may vnderſtand whether any of thoſe 
ſweere recording Swans haue waded in the deriuation 
of theſe ſtreames or no: which if ir be true ( as I rather 
wiſhit,then enuicatit) Iam content that my homely 
tranſlation be cancelled : onely this forefront would I 
haue preſerued,as an old ruinous wall,not for the work- 
manſhip, but for the monument of ſome famous inſcrip- 
tion therein contained; ſo may it ſtand as an heape of 
ſtones, not onely rebounding a ihort eccho of Dabartas 
bis ſtately voice; bur alſo lifting vp the accent in 
the ſounding praiſes of Maticr eAnthonie 
Bacon : and {ubſcribing ro the mani- 
told prayers for his health and 
happinefle, with 
Amen. 
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The Argument. 


TP mo? Chriftian Poet in a matter of rruth(haning made his inuocation vpon the 
tre Ged ) adereſſeth himſelfe ts deſcribe the creation of the world, again? the 
mah whereof bicanſe many opinion: of heathen;ſh Philoſophers might be oppoſed, he 
curteth them downe, a4 they fland in his way. Some dreconed of eternitie, and ſeeing the 
brier: of antiquitie growing oner the cleere account of the worlds age, lofi themſelue: as 
in a labyrinth, for wani os direflarie thread, 10leade to the orig inall point of the frft 
entr ance of the ſame. Others flumbled at the brginning thereof ,and did ſeeme to hold the 
cocumfance of time, and a former commencemens of motion, yet did they denie the ſub- 
flance, and miſcall the antbor therof : for they affraed the world to hawe bene parched vp 
of wyoars, and ſodginely ſo immbled together by a caſuall concorrſe of the ſame, Our Poet 
zreading the fegpes of the true Prophers, findeih owt an Immor tall author and preſerner, 
being the ancient of daies, a Father of lights, 'wichis he thas protefieth of himſelfe, 1 am 
before the light was creaved, And if the Epicure demand what that Amhor did before he 
made the world, here is rerurned the fame anſwere thas Spiridion gawe to the lik queſtion 
mn the conuncel of Neece, He built a bel for curious queſtioniſts: & for his company , 
be was alone andyert not ſeltarie he bad his eſſential vere: his diftinf1 perſons all con- 
ctorring in the fulnes of his Godhead winch was al in all. Some of the Philoſopher: harped 
vpen this point, but their brains were owt of tune, and therfore never found out the perfect 
vnien of thoſe three parts in one, Orr Poet expreſſeth the Amthor God, the inflrumans 
his word, being the very beginning and alpha of thoſe lines wrinen in the royall parch- 
wens of the heauent, and made legible 16 all lands and languages. This whole frame and 
organ of the world tuned by the finger of God and breathed inzo by hu ſpurit , ſerneth «s 
vocal! muſicke to conueigh the ſignificant dintie of his power and ylarie into ewerie ſence, 
Neither is this world a ww he of Imitation ſeconded by any former and externallpatern : 
bus of meere nothing was made a rude ſumthing as the firſt, by fixe daies leaſure poli- 
ſhed & extended in ſuch ample compa as we behold,to the inzens there mighs be but one 
whole entire mound, withous whoſe pales there might neither be purlets nor pluralitie of 
worlds. As it had a beg. rining,ſo alſo muſt is haue an end, thonugh Plazo( of prophane men 
the moſi dewine ) ſhuld «ffirme the contravy,gy al the flife conceited ſef of Steickes ſyneld 
neceſſarily implead a [empiternitie; Yes ſub an end ſhall 1t han as enerie venturous A> 
Prrologer is not able 10-d;ſconer;n0,nor avry bus the unſcarchable knowledge of the higheſt, 
God therefore proued the Author and defioier, is prop. ſed as a preſident 1004 in that he 
zooke ſix daves to finiſh that which at « trice he could haue per formed. Among ft bis ſucceſe 
fine labors the cofortable light u preferred in time,C made the fr ft ruin of bis creaure:: 
the ſubſtance thereof vncertaine, the beawtie and profits therof moſt certaine : whas cauſe 
moued the almighiie 1 diff, ngwſh betweene day and daylight and li, ht,with imtercourſe 
of night and darkenes expreſſed. The angels creation being tom bed &( a: c1ding 10 a ge- 
weral opinion )artribured to ths da'e wor k,uhe falof ſom. of them,malic e of theſe apofiate 
relapſes : the perſ ſtance and diligent ſernice of oiber1 im the defence of Gods beloned,and 
offence of his eames Uſeidedghe Poes rakes his ſaraxell for the faſt day. 
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Hillips faire bloom, ſole ere of- Macedon, 
Haning diſroabd of a'l their royaltie 
The loftie towers of thrice-ſack: Ilion, 
Was as by one if be the harpe would ſee, 
That Paris vſde amidit hu venerie ? 

Not that quoth he but rather THAT wenldT : 
Wherewich Achilles made ſuch melodie. 


His minde forſooth and woice accorded they, | 
With T AT which warbled ſtill the woorthy deedss 
Of beaun-bred ympes, beroick Gentlemen, - 
T he mortall bloſſoms of immortall ſeedes, 
None ſuch that other rwangdbgt worthleſſe weedes. 
As ſighes,ſobs,ſorrowes,avd louers lang uiſhments, 
Or elſe their wiles ſmiles,ſports and wanton meriments. 


No ſuch like paſſions heere of carpet lowe, 
No obieits fit for lewd and luitfull ries : 
Lobeere the world,the earth the heauen above, 
The elements,end ſenſe-deceining chies, 
All made free denizens after Engliſh guiſe : 
You Gentles caft in Alexanders mould, 


By choiſe bke bis ke minde of yours vnfonld. 


Io, Ho. 
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THE FIRST DAY OF THE 1 
FIRST WEEKE OF 
du Bartas, 


And checKeſt truceboand Vepranes furtte waues, Thepoetsinun. 


T Hou,that the courſe of glirtring heauen doſt guide 


Shaking the ſteedie earth both far and wide: 
Whoſe word can tame th*&olian broad that raves, 
Or cauſe them buſlell trom their vented caues; 
Diſchardge my mind of cloudie cares and thought : 
And to thy (clte,hale vp my ſprighes alofr. 


Driue out this ſtatelie drift of me intended, 

And by thy cunning let this verſe be ſquarde, 

So that thy works, by words may be commended : 
Leuie thoſe lines with ſpeciall regard, 

Wherein rhe worlds rare growthe ſhall be declarde : 
That I may fing,and latter age may heare, 

How firſt the worlds rude nonage did appeare. 


Great father,gravnt that I may couch in meaſure, 
The rareſt points of beautie in this frame, 

And ſpread abroad the chiefe concealed treaſure 
Containing worthie leures of thy name, 

And ſeruing fir to regiſter thy fame: 

Let me thy ſacred mylteries diſcerne : 

That teaching others them,my ſelfe may learne. 


The elements from everlaſting time 
Haue not bene pitchr as we behold them now : 
Nor did the nimble fire fo ever clime, 

Thar it kept downe the tofſing aire belowe : 
Nor did the aire about the waters bowe : 

Nor water ſhrinking in the earths hollow lap, 
With (|, pprie turgings did the ſame inwrap. 


caution on Ged, 


”—_ ————- Irſt day of t 


This mightie Cope,that ſtrercheth wide and fide, 
Was not rough hewde by fortunes chop or chance $ 
Nor in groſle cluſters of moates vndeſcride, 

Or time ſcrapes vp ruffteled at a glance: 

As vaine Demecriums dreamd in his trance : 

That ſclfeſame word,where by the world ſhall fade, 
Was once the word, whereby the world was made. 


Not made before the meaſuring time was found, 
Without beginning,from eternitie : 

But world and time, at one the ſelteſame ſound, 

As things coequall,tooke formalitie : 

For you(o beauenlie lampes)giue certaintie. 

The ſeaſons, and the times your courſe confirmes 
And cuts the yeares,the months,the daics and termes. 


Elder then place,then forme of arched skie, 

Elder then time,which wheeles in circle ſpace, 
Sate endles /owe in perfeR maieſtic : 

Peizing the whole with morethen princelie grace, 
Chearing the parts which all he digimbrace : 
What that was then, I know not how to cally 
Noughtels,but God, for God wasallin all. 


One onlie mind, and pure intelligence 

A virgin ſpright,vnſpotted and fincere : 

Liuing for euer,making no expence 

Ofage or time that wrinkles might appeare, 

By nature brighr,and alwaics ſhining cleare: 

Fearlesand infinite,a lord vnknowen, 

Comperfiogonlic with himſclfe alone. 
£14T-- | 
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; Aske you how mightie Fouc was then imploide ? An anfivere to 
Making inquirie what werethen his ioies, pms uae ot 
When all the world was vncreate and voide ? God th  defore 


His prudent mind(ſaic they)mighr be annoide, 
Which having power rocounterpoilc his will, 
Could ſuffer nothing woorle than ſitting ſtill. 


This curious motivemountsto blaſphemie : 
Another point were fitter to record : 
B-fore the heauens,and late worlds infancie 


Produced were by his effeRuall word, Fer arngy 
He built a hell for ſuch as were abhord : councell of 
A hell, for ſuch a proud ambitious rout, | —— 

o As Giant-like would caſt their maker out, mand. 


Doth not a Carver maſter of his art; 

Draw whilometancide patrernes in his braine, 
Not vſing tooles nor timber in his draught? 

Doth not the WebRer negligent uf gaine, 

Lay ſomtimes by bath wooffe and warpe in vaine ? 
Doth notthe Porter leaue his rempered clay, 

Not forging it in-veſlels though he may ? 


And ſhall the Maſter workman of them all 

Subie& his arr v\to ſome lumpiſh (taffe, 

Asthough his skil} wero meere mechanicall, 

Which in itſefe is abſoluteenough, 4 _ 

And hy it ſalfecan yecld ſufficient proofe ? 0 

Neuer was Scopio ſolitarie lefſe, 

Than when alone,aad had no other gueſſe. | 
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Could ſuch a Romane captaine take delighe 
Within the cloſer of his humane breſt : 


And ſole ſufficient /owe be.thoughrſo fight, | TIC 


That he could not enioicanaRiuc reli; 

Amongl(t ſuch ioics as cannot beexpreſi ? 

Mighr he nor liue alone(O heauens, what madnes >) 
As well as men in melancholic ladnes ?. 


That ancient ſage Pri#naes greatrenowne, 
When he ſhould fleece with bag and baggage thence, 
Bragd he brought all, yer nothing from the rowne, 


His minde was all fraught with ibrelligence: 


And (hould rich /owe in his magnificence, 


A Lord and King,and all within himſelfe, _ 


Dclire to be earicht with worldlic pelfe 2 


Godis the fountaine from whoſe liuely ſpring. 
Conduirs of grace,and ftreames of good do. m_ 
All rurnes are ſcrud by his repleniſhing, ' 

For worlds of pleatie. from this fountaine growe, -/ 
He is not ſupplianr-to high nor lowe : 

Bur Ocean-like his fulnes he diſcharges, | 
Supplying cucrie want with his franke latgeſle. 


Before the winds could breath,or waters breed]. {| * 


The ſpawning fiſh: before the'earth wasſtorde! |, 'c!; 


With Antleere, or enrichde with anie teed, 
Or harueſt crop that fodder might afford ; 
Before all thisremaind the ſoueraigne Lord, 
Imploid in ſelfe-conceited exerciſe : 
A fic delight for hin thats onlie wiſe, 


firſt weeke of duBartas, 


His admirable glorie, puiſſanrpower,. / 
Rich bountie, and his ſerled prouidence, 

Were ſacred obie&s,preſent eu'rie howre, 

To exerciſe his deepe intell;gence, 

And wouldſt thou know his further diligence ? 
Hedid contemplate on this worlds huge frame, 
Viewinga former modellof the ſame. 


That Father ſolitaric could not be, 

Which had begort before all worlds begun 

An offpring motherles, for companie : 

His word, his wiſdome,and his onelic Son, 

By whoſe conſent all works of waight were done : 


They two both one combinde in puiſſance regall : 


The Father Lord,the Son the Fathers equall. 


From which two peeres,and powers inuiſible, 
Vnite in mutuall loue and maicſtic, 

Iſſues a third peere indivuiſible : 

And yet to both proportion'd equallie, 
Coparrner with the ſacred Deirie; 

Of nature like,alchough diſtin& in name 
Of ſundrie gitts,ia Godhead all the ſame. 


My muſe ſtrike ſatle,and launch not in the deepe : 

Beare of aloofe, and hold thy barke at bay : 

From hungrie gulfe of rough Charybdis keepe, 

And ſhun the dreadfull rocks of Capharee, 

Thoſe rocks be wracks and manic mens decay : 

For manie ſlipt in maze of curious doubr, 

So whelaide themſclues,they neucr could get out. 
B 2 


The heathen 
Philoſophers! of 
themſe!ues tor 
want of the wue 
Loadſtar, 


- The firitday ot of 


A ſafer courſe to cutalong the ſhore, r.. 214 


And beare a point,where landmarks may dire: 
The ſhallow waters beſt can brooke anore : 

But trifling wherries by the ſeas arecheckr : 

In buſic points,let faith thy ſailes cre, 

Gods breathing Spirit.be vv 6. ——_ : 
The Bible be a Bl dar tothy rand 


Whar elſe could blinde,our Sages fecular, 

And make thoſe blinde, ſeduce the vulgar ſort, 

Bur keeping of acourſe1 lar : 

Counter to that the Bible doth exhorrt : | 
Leauing whoſe compalle, they muſt needs come bort ? 
Truthes ſureft carde,when once they did abandon, 
They loſt themſclues,and athers lefr at randon. 


A buſie point ſo hard and dangerous, 

As is none ſuch containd in hohe writ : 

Apert to thoſe that are not curious, 

Preſuming on diſcourſe of humane wit, 

Or thinke by reaſon to diſcouer it : 

No point moreplaine to faithfull minds and holie ; 
No point moredarke to minds poſſeſt with follic. 


Where am I now ? or whither am1 puld? 

My clambring mind ſurchargd with percing raies 
Of this celeftiall maicſtie,is duld : 

Each facultieproceeding thence decales : 

A ſtatclie threefold brightnes ouerſwares : 

My voice forgoes hir medirated found : 

Aud in my hart no hattat all is found. 


*. td tf > *> » 
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firſtwecke of duBartas. 


This glorious Trinitie whom adore 

With bending kneezand lowlie proſtrate hart : 
Whom I belceue,and trembling {earch no more, 
Than liuelie faith vouchſateth to1mpart : 

This Trinitie by thrice exceeding art, 
Ofnothing framde this Mound of huge receipt : 
Whenall was nothing,but ynacalurable great. 


This Trinitie, ſurpaſſing Deda/w, 

This Maſter bujilder,ſfingularfor skill, 

Endewd with worlds of weakth,and ſumptuous 
In choiſe of change, yet changeleſlerefiing ſtill, 
Doth boaſt rhe endlefle riches of his-will : 
D:ſplaies his natiue power,and heauenly ſcience : 
And giuesto all blaſpheming Momes defiance. 


Mount who ſo liſt rato the whelping ſpheeres, 
As ſcorning of theſe mouldie parts belowe, 
Aboue the heauens let-others fetch carreers, 
And ouerbound thoſe balls of ſparkling ſhow : 
Swell they with pride of loftie'things they know : 
Let them emioie rhecounkel! of the higheſt : 

And in his courts let them spproch tlie nigheſt. 


And let ſome other loweconceited wight, 


Take countercourſe,and cowchantto the ground, 


Creepe in theſe muddie obie&s next his ſight, 
As wholic in theſe lowlie kennels drownd : 
Searching what force in pettic works is found : 


And tinding there ſome notes of Gods owne glorie, 


Ecliple the ſainc, by telling ottheſtorie, 


Belowe 


Three perſons, 
one God made 
the world. 


Me diecria fir- 
w.4: wellio 1n- 


14/19014 4646, 


The Godhead is 
ſcen in the vitble 


things of the 


world, 


* - ,» . 
<4 ſs a : . L 
* . "vT- T7 ILf 


Belowe the former, but aboue the laſt; 

I traine my mule,aimidithe midmoſ aire : 

There (hall ſhe houer,in/proportion placde, + 
And peizd with equall wingsof heedie care: *- 
Leaſt ſoaring high, hir flight ſhe tight impaire, 
Where blazinglamps would ſindge hir winged traine, 
Or buzzing lowe,the dampe mightlug hir yaine. 


I pleaſe my ſelfe,in prying vp and downe, 
And eying of the worlds faire countenance : 
Wherein Gods image makes reflexion, 

As in the mirror of his excellence : 
His Godhead'ſet in this worlds puruciance, J 
By tranſparence doth fill my feeble cies: 

Which may not view his brightnes otherwiſe. 


Ifhe that lookes againſt the fierie ſparks 

Of glittring Phebao,gets a ſunne-burnd face : 

If he that with a fixed cieſight marks 

That flaming Globe(although from diſtant place) 
Ts purblind,onelic with that fulgent grace; 

Who can ſuſtaine the daunring lookes of him, 
That lightaing-like diſperſeth life and lim ? 


Of him, that ſeparate in heauenlie throne, 

Did build this ſtatclic Theater beſide 

For men toſoiourne,andconuerſe vpon : 
Whereliu.lic prints of maicſtic abide, 

Though but a glimpſe of his power is deſcride : 
And yet his Godhead graucn in this frame, - 

Doth tcach our childiſh thoughts to ſpell the ſame. 


Great 


*.. wad Wd Wd 4 A in 


| «. + "_—a( : 
firſt wheke off ares; SS» 


Great Father (whom alt braiceScoftecine) - 
How dolt thon intimate t9.humaneſente,! . 

The knowledge ofghy-ſolte ? andigiueſt, meleave: » 
Tofeele thy pre ſenge this werlds contents, :- 
And read thy glorje intheſe monuments ? - 

Our fingers fecling,noſtrils drawing ſauour, * ; -. 
Our palate talting,all bewrais.thy:fauour. - --.,;1-, 


From higheſt thronethou ſehdiſt a'raring noiſe, 

And to inſtru vs,ptailt the Qrator.:, | 

Heauen ſtartsto vnderſtandzby thundriog yoice, 
And ſpeakesto vs,as thine Ambaſfador, ;-, -/: 
Soothlie,cach crearure is thingauditor:;-; 94 1 
The worlda pybliksſchoovle;where we may learne - 
Such proper lefſons as thy pragſeconcerue. 


This frame like co a pullie heaues eur ſprightss >-:- 1111 

And moues.gur thoughts;0 chmbe'by winding fares, 

Aboue the {tories of thoſe heauenlie hghts..'.; + -; {> Diners compa: 
The mightie God this world a ſhop prepares, «© :'- :., Neb mma = 
To make a publike (hew of his.gich wases,;: 1: 7 woddy Game 
This world hi ke ro A bridge i — no nng GO» 


By gulfe of Gods deepe [ecret without dangers; ;-- :<::2 


And not vnlike a thin tranſparent clowd + - AL 

Yeelds paſſage rothe beames of Phebius light, 3(\ 

(Not Phebus whom Latenaes-wombe did ſbrowd, 

Lighting by Jay and lurkingin the night) 

Bus (uch a {unne as alway Raies in fight : 

In thic keſt darkngs itill perfilts ro ſhine, 

Andacueritoypes byacath Orizons line #: 13 
4 | Heere 


—— - 
— — -  ————_—_— - 


-- ..: On backſide of the booke we ſpend our daies, 
© "Not vſing nathres text;a furtherance St 
: To helpe inſtru our blindfold1gnorance: 
''* 'Thencetdight welearnerhat God'is chicfeſt exuſe; © | 
Supporting tities peace with'wholſomelawes. © 2: (ft 
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Heere as in ſemi-circled Theater, LL 
Loue, Iuſtice, Righrtouſnes and Maieftie, Ti 
Preſent themſelaes: which expert a&ors are, L A 
Their parts diſcharging {6 ingeriioully, B 
That humane fenſe is rapt abouethe skie. St 
This world a bookeiin folio,doth ptoclame B 
With letters capitall;the Authorsname : | y 
Each kind,a page,each ſundrie ſhape line; F 
Each creature,is a chbraRer to teach: # 
Each worke;4vowell, founding diſcipline: < 
Andall the world doth confonantly preach : \ 
But we are trewants,which from maſters reach, £ 
On totes and/giivds doſer their wanton barts, l 
ReſpeRing themimorethan regarding arts. L 
Our cies by waridring onthe babilh gaies, 
AndfRowreethm fill the waft comportenance : x 


What do we trauelſtn the multitude 

Of languagts ? ant#bonrto exphaine | 
The ſenſe, ich TerkifheharaGers inclade 2+ © 7 
Or &gypts ſacred figates docontaine ? 

What thoſe ſmall pncks in th*Ebrew language meane?* 
To know the nores and accents of the Greeke, 

Theſe things ſoflight,wharneede'we greatly ſecke?-- = 
$12: | T 
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The Scythian and the wildt Tartarian , 

The ſeuen yeeres wit,not growne yetto be wile, 
And thoſe that haue the Pole meridian, 

By natures light can ſcand theſe myſteries, 

Saunce further inſight,than by carnall cies : 

Bur he thar is illuminate by faith, 

Moues from this mould, and monnts a greater haith. 


He vawts aboue the criſtall firmament, 
And vnderneath his feet, beholdsthe (tirre 
Of ſpheeres conuerred by Gods regiment: 
Whence reading his celeſtiall kalender, 
He proues to be an arch-Aſtronomer. 
Aided with faith, I long to be.diſcerning 
The ſacred text of Gods inſpired learning, 


My pleaſure is ro couch in ſtatelie verſe 

The worlds firſt birth and tender nurſerie, 
The eaning,and the weaning I reherſe, 

The infant nonage,and minoritie, 

And how itgrew to perfeR dignitie, 

I will vnfold the boſome of this frame, 
That all may read Gods eſſence in the ſame, 


The founder of this ouerſpreading tent, 
Tooke no fantaſticke copie for his guide, 
No borrowed ſhadow for his preſident, 


Nor melancholie did helong abide, nn 
Inventing how the parts might be applide : ternal] pacrerne 
There was no world, before this world,creaed: as = ng 


No former plot nor parterne he reſpected. 
TS C 
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An earthly builder,toſfſingin his braynes, 'F 
How beſt to raiſe a pallace fora king :. - 21223 41T 
Firſt crauerh reſpite,counſell,taketh paynes 

To make ſuruey of many a ſuch like thing, 

Before he ſets his hand to faſhioning, 

That after diuers pallaces beheld, d 
Himſelfe ar laſt,might exquiſitely build, 


Where any queint conueiance is comprilde, 

He markes the point,the workmanſbip,and grace : 
Heere he commends the forefront,well deuiſd, 
Elſe-where,ſome pillar raiſd on comely baſe, 

Or ſtares well mounted honoring the place :: > « 
Surueying much,he notes a thouſand things, | 
And in his worke the grace of all he brings. 


No ſuch examples of Ichnographie 

Had everlaſting /ove toimitate, 

Thar he might forge a ſecond world thereby, 
And frame a worke,for worlds to woonder at: 
He neuer ſwear,nor beat his braynes forthar, 
Bur caſt the world with caſe intoa ſquare :: _ 
Quarcered with carth,and water;fire,4udaire. 


Fuen as the Sunne(earths faireſt husbandman) 
Annexed to the wheeling firmament,,: 
Deſcendeth not from his pauilion ; 1} fy 
Bur ſends from thence his fruitfull mcremenr, 
Cheering the loue-Gcke earth with-meriment ; 
Althoughhe liſt not come, yer doth he ſend - 
Garlands of plentie tp his diſag&fiend, - 4% 4 | 


| 
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Gods pleaſure, and performance,will,and deed, 
Conceir,and a&,are of one cquall age : 

Purpoſe and pra&iſe,word and worke,proceed, 
And march alike, with perfeR xquipage, 

As ofsprings of one heauenly parentage : 

All keepe their courſe inioynd,on God attendant : 
He was their maker,andis their defendant. 


— - —_— 


But yet the matter of this comely frame 

Was not foorchwith ſo curious to behold: 

Nor fo polite,as now we {ce the ſame, 

Till /oze had caſtitin a fairer mold : 

For as a ſhipwright(nor to be comptrold) 

When he ſhould build a barke to checke the ſeas, 
By leaſure lookes what kinds of ſtuffe he pleaſe: 


Firſt trees for tymber; iron,pytch for ſtrength: 
Then he prouides his cables and his cord : 
Which all he layes on heapes : vntillat length, 
He ſingles out a ſayle-yard from the hord ; 
The beake, and ſterne he makes of ſome choyſe bord : 
The talleſt firre he marketh for his maſt ; 
Vatill by art,cch part is fitly plac'd. . 


So God before this world was poliſhed, 
Produc'd his pregnantand immortall word; 
Andthencolle&ing all the parts vntride, 

He mendgd them all,in'one confuſed hord : 
But where the Shipwright to his hands is ſtord; 
God was the author borh of forme and ſtufte, 
Not borrowing ought, for he had all enough. 
A C 3 
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Baſe was the worlds firſt viſage,and vncowth, 
An Auernedungeon,toſt with heedicsquoyle ; 


The world with- A rifraffe medley ; and a gulphall mouth, 
out forme, faſhi- A ſ]uggiſh heape of Elements at ſoyle, 


on, place, atthe 
firſt, 


Amongſt themſclues pell mell all one the ſpoyle : 
Cold nipt the heat, ſquare things and round did 1ar:. 
The hard aud rough,with ſoft and ſ\mooth,made war. 


Moiſture and dronth,high mounting things & humble, 
At hurlie-burlie skatrered on a ranke, | 
In c1uill ſtrife vncivillie did tumble : 

The fire, and aire, plaid many alawles pranke : 

The water skornd to keepe within a banke : 

Nor earth,nor aire,retained bqund orborder : 

Bur all things were, vnperfteR, our of order. 


Somtimethe water kept ſuch heaue and ſhoue, 
Thar ir incrochde vpon the viRorie : 

The aire ſomtimes by ſtrugling did remoue 
The waters force,and got the mallterie : 
Somtime the earth did cruſh the other three: 
Efrſoones the fire aboue them all did skip, 
When topſie turute downe the reſt did lip. 


That high Lord Marſhal! darting thunderſhot, 
Ay yet had not his offices diſpoſd : 

The ſhapeles skie had not one glyſtering ſpot; 
Nor any Planetarie figne'that gloſd: 
Theearth had not hir aiotley weeds impoſd : 
Nor Neptune had his watriſh kingdome ſtorde : 
Nor any foule amidſt the welkia ſoarde. 
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All things lay weltring in a'florhfull ſhade : 
No quickning ſpright did animate the lumpe : 
The blended fire,no fieric geſture had : 


ty 


- Graſs. 


The earth,no carth,the aire could makeno thumpe 2 | 


Theſe firſt borne creatures ſtucke as in 2 _ 
No ſetled courſe, degrees or bounds ordained, 
By which this reaell rout might be reftramed. 


If fire were then; twas not poſſeſt with hear : 

If aire; it did not thorough ſhine with light :. 

If water, yet the moyſtore wasnotgreat : 

If earth ; it tottering daunc'd fortacke of weight : 
Do bur imagine ſuch awauckwoorrhfight,, + 
Where Tell bald and barren were preſented, 

Not ficme,nor plaine,nor yet with dates indented. 


Suppoſe the heavens'difrobde of all their pride : 
Thoſe ciespockt out,and © —— 
Debard of motion and all forme beſide, 

And thinke thou ſceſt the firſt world piured, 
Whoſe portraiture can not be vttered, 

What then was not, 1 better can declare, 


Then what that was, which was of old time theare, ' 


World was it not, but hope of world ro come, 

A lumpe that askt fixe daies the finiſhing, 

A likelihood ſuch as 1a mothers wombe 

The fruite giues firſt, when firſt it ginnesto ſpring, 
Which growes ſolong till it be lively thing : 

Firſt face, then cies,then chin,and noſtrils parting, 
Then hands diſtin, and fingers thereto ſorting. 


This 


Embrys, 
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This pettic world;thus atithe length increaſd, | 
1-2? Obtainethwigoirforhisenterprife : l 
And out of priſon ſtrives ro bereleaſd, f 
Getting a larger proſpe& for his cies : 
Yet in this. maſle aſecrer vertue lies, ] 
Which hath by nature force to forme and giue 
A vitall aQ, whereby the fleſh may liue. 4 


That vaſterheape had noſelfe-quickning ſpright, 
No naturall-atjuitic to grow : 

And therefore bad in-dulnes moultred quight, 
But thar:{Sadsſacred word began to flow, 

And with his inflience inſpird ito, | 

That it became a vegetable brood, 

And was partaker of ſuch liuclihoode. 


A darkſotmehorror;ſuth as Xgyptfele;: .. 

With blindfold cics;and harts aſtoniſhment 2---- 
Blacknes,like that where the Cimmerians dwelt, - 
Or Sibb vnto cMephits helliſh ſent, 

Belchd from the puddle Styx, Gods puniſhment : 
Or if ſome darknes be more palpable, 

Of thar,and all was Chao; capable. 


Confuſed reuell and diſorder raigning, 
This waxing worldiwas like to-ruinate: 
Had not Geds powre their mutines reſtraining, 
& Diſperſtir ſelfe into that rude eſtate, 
Thefuit moned And qualified the rage of their.debate. 
Geacls, Had nothis yertuelike to ſodder.cloſd 


The chops andrenes of matter indiſpoſd, 
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Had it not bound as with a maſtique glue, 
The heauens,cartb, aire, and vagrant Qcean 2 
And fixcd liſtes go keepe apattrhatcrue;:» -./: 
Their natufes inthe cradell eceryone p57) milk 
Had bin extin& with ſelfe commotion : 

But Gods great puiſſance ſhed intorthis hord, |». , 
Aiſyagd the {triffe : and bred a lweete accord. 


As ſome braue wit.refolu'd toconſecrate 

A worke of waightvnto the Mules ſhryne 2 

At home, abroad,at bed, bourd;carely,lare, 
Rippes his diſcourſe and; ponderseuery:lyneg:. 
Hovring amongſt b& bogks of: diſcipline':; : [iy 
So Gods great fpright which was! khedachreacade; G 
Vpoathe waters-fuperfice did hacer... - - 


Euen as the bfooding bird that ſit# ar once; ./- 2 34, 
To hatch hir F{ſ25,200 huckle vp bir yonge;:.:> ©-12/ 
Till native and adoptive egges breed bones, - 
Andall hir flocke is ledgeand lively ſj —_ $::201 
So Gods owne (pirit ſate, though not ſo 

And farre and neexedid/| any 0 vings | 
Till he had perfcRed thee callowe: things: - 4-0 


Out of the ſuds, where monſterlike they lay, 

He did extraQt:them:: altering their hue: 
Extending ſuch {0 vniuctialtbaye, 2:11 vi1oy | 
As ouerreachd this cowpaſſe which veviewss, . 
And was complegt with alltherrefidue : 7 
All was but one thing,ucither markd,nor ated | 
Nothing remaind that was notithere impounded, 
bo. 3 


13 Thefirktdayof the 


If that Archduke from God in Horeb taught, 
Had not this certaine teſtimoniec yeelded, 
How firſt the vnjuerſall world was wrought, 
Andin ſixedaies this (tarely frame ſo builded, 
— By that ſame God which all things wrought & weilded : 
cn, Leacippes might by arguments perſwade, 
_ That ſome great multitude of worlds were made. 


Nature(no niggard of hir workmanſhip) 
If ſhe had coinde manic worlds in number, 
The heauic earth would ruſh, the water drip, 
And make oneineighbour world anorhers cumber ; 
*  Soallmightfaltintg their wonted flumber-: 
©*.:--2 Orleaftthevnetheothers courſe ſhould hinder, 
Some emprtiec ſpace muſt keepe the frames aſunder. 


But now the engine was ſo firmely jointed, 

So cloſe compaR without one creuiſe void, 
With furniſhrcomplementsſo well appointed, 
That nothing was by vacant chinks annoid. 
We ſce, how cloſe ſtopt wine cannot auoid, 
Noriflue currantly from out the terſe, 

Except a venttatak6inaire we perſe, 


We ſee the puffing bellowes cannot heave, 

If at the noſe they ſnuffe not vp the wind : 
Bungd veſſels cannot anie froſt receiue, 

Not cloſed waterpotsan iſſue find. 

Forc'd liquor drawne in/pipes againſt the kind, 
Doth mount aloft as though itrwere no water, 
So greata foe is emptines to nature.- 
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God,onlie great, beyonde all quantitie, Ood,onlic infinie 
Framed the courſe of nature mutable : rf] 5s nn 
From change exempring his diuinitie, = of wne and 


Making time meaſurealthings moueable : 

For heauens themſclues are not vnmeaſurable : 
Time meetsthe circuit of the firmament, 
Andrules the motions with his regiment. 


The world,is not immortall,though ſo vaſt, 
But ſubie& vnto rauenouſe decay : 

The parts do languiſh,and the members waſt : 
And,like the parts,the whole muſt weare away : 
Tocuery thing prefixed is a day : 

The daie calles death, ſtill gaping todeuoure : 
And natures wheele is turned cuery houre. 


Now go vaine Greece, and weave heauens curtaincloth 
Ofbraineſpunthreads,ſuch as thy quinteſſence : The quintefſence 
Fill all theworld with fancies windie froth, of Ariſtotle, 
Painting fond fables with faire eloquence : 

Diſpute,according thine intelligence, 

And ſay; the courſe of heauen was near begone : 

Nor,cuerin thy iudgement ſhall haue done. 


Stand on the vrgentlawes of deſtinie: The rind as 
Andlocke vp all within their hard precin&, ; 

As bound to rocke of ſtarke neceſhitie : 

Yetnotrhe ſtars ſo {laviſhly are link'd, 

But monthly they receaue a freſh inſtinR, 

Such fables are notableto defend, 

The worldly frame fromruine in = end. 
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The day ſhall come, when rocks rent from the quarrie, 
And trembling tops of loftie hils ſhall ruſh: 

When heauens ſhall cracke,and lowly vales miſcarrie, 
Stuft vp with ſheards,and ſuffring many a bruſh 

Of huge great heapes,that cannot chuſe but cruſh : 
The rubbiſh of the ruinated heauen, 

Shall make themountaines and the valleies cuen, 


Gape ſhall the chanels,void of water ſtreames, 

Or hauing moyſture,all imbrew'de with bloud, 
Shall hyſle with heate of ſcorching fierie beames : 
The ſea ſhall vomite lightnings as a floud, | 
And blazing flame ſhall fome vplike the ſud : 

The Whales halfe roaſted on the'bancke ſhallrore: 
And gaſping lic ypon the newfound ſhore. 


The foggieclouds ſhall muffle vp the day :. | 1 | 
The cheerefull Sunne ſhall mourn& in fearefull maske : 
And Neptwnes tayle ſhall ſweepe the ſtarres away, 

Both Sun and Moone ſhall ſhun their woonrted taske, 
In fogs ſhall one, in bloud the other baske. ;. 
The Sving ſtars ſhall cleaue the earth aſunder, 

And forth ſhal march fear,deathgdark ſtorms & thunder 


Thoſe marſhald in their quarters,ſhall atrend 

The wrathfull yengeahce of their Lord approching: 

All wicked harts ſhallifayle:toſee thatend, 2d 
And heare the Iudgethicir own lewd deeds reproching, 
With thouſangdrorments on them till incroching : 
Nought ſhall the world be but a flaming ball, 
Light fire(like water.once)ſurroundingall. 
$0. Alas, 
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Alas,what meanes the misbelecuing pen 

Of ſottiſh wizards,ſcribling Almanakes; 

To marke the yeare,the month,or ſeaſon when 
This fleeting world, full point and period makes : 
And Satwrnes port a Superſedeas takes ? 

As though ſome croſle aſpe& of wandring ſtarres 
Should cruſh the world by furie of theiriarres. 


Itremble to relate : and thorough hart and ioints 
A chill cold horror ſhoots : when I do ponder 
How ſome baſe figure-flingers broch theſe points, 
Foreſtalling God the onely worlds contounder : 
To mooue the people toa faithles wonder. 

For their conieRures taken by their theame, 
TIudicials and all,are but a dreame. 


Yet grope they at Gods ſealed cloſſetdore, 
And would be prying at thoſe myſteries, 
Which he hath treaſured vp for ſecret ſtore : 
Keeping the diall of all deſtinies 

Vnto himſelfe, that knowes all ſecrecies : 
Thar Kalender he ſhuts vpin his hand, 


Wherein Doomes-day with letters red doth ſtand. 


That day,whereof no man can read the date, 
Shall ſwiftly ſtrike the rowt of men ſecure : 

And ſtriking warne,when warning is too late : 
For times delay no longer may endure, 

Then comes thy Sonne(© Father eſſence pure,) 
Thy glorious Sonne with maieſtie ſhall come, 
In ſhape of man,once formed in the wombe. 


D 2 Immortall 


Agunſt the baſer 
{orr of aſtrologers 
which dare fer 
forth their predi- 
@ions of the ime 
whem doomes 
day ſhall come, 


The ſecond com 
ming of Chriſt, 


Pilate. 
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Immortall God,that glorious Sonne of thine, 

In flaming fire triumphant ſhall deſcend : 

About whoſe throne ſhall troupes of Angels ſhine, 
And thouſand thouſand holie ſaints atrend, 

Ioious to {ge that long delired end. 

His chariotheeles ſhall skud like lightning flame : 
Iaſtice and mercic haling on the ſame. 


Then,fuch as fleepe in bowels of the graue, 
Oppreſt with duſt,or weight of marble toombes : 
Such as the ſea hath ſwallowd in hir caue : 

Such as by firereceiud their former doomes, 

Or paunch of beaſts haue had for buriall roomes : 
All ſhall ſtand vp repaird with manlike ſhape, 

No one,(o great or {mall,that ſhall eſcape. 


All muſt appeere,appeering muſt attend ' 
In their owne perſons,till the Tudge proceed, 

Awatfding life or death to be their end : 

Of mercie ſome, of iuſtice other ſpeed : 

Tooſome is weale, to others wo decreed : 

Some to the loweſt pitſhall bedebaſed, 

And others with the higheſt ſhall be graced. 


O thou (whom once tlrItalian Preſident 
Pronouncing wicked ſentence terrifide) 
Grant me,that when thy trumpet ſhall be ſent 
To ſound a ſommons ypon eurie ſide, 
Eaſt,weſt,north,ſouth, where anie men abide : 
Rowzing the world with ſudden change of ſtate, 
I may hauc thee,my iudge and Aduocate. 
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The ſage and powerfull prouidence of /oe 

Brought out this world as ſhe beare foles hir yoong : 
Alumpiſh gobber, firſt enapt tomoue, 

Till it be lickt,and trickt vp with the toong : 

She ſpares no paines,till all the lms be ſproong: 

She ſmoorhes it vp,with mouth, and mothers moiſture, 
Till ſhe diſcloſe the ſhape, hid in the cloiſture, 


By licking ſhe expreſſeth eurie limp : 

She formes the head,and faſhions out the feer, 
Indenrs the pawes,and makes the viſage grim, 
Rough caſts the ſhag hair'd ſhoulders : as is meet, 
In cuerie parr, ſhe ſhewes hir ſelfe diſcreet : 
Diſcreet and diligent,rill ſhe haue done, 

And brought hir whelpe toiuſt perfeRion. 


For when Gods wiſdome, by his pregnant voice 
Powrdourt a maſſe of heate,cold,moiſt and drie : 

In proceſſc,he gan make exaRter choice, 

And ſeparate the lowlie things from high : 
Conſorting like with like,diflike laid by : 

Fire ioind with fire,things heauie found like matter : 
Cold drew to cold,and liquid things to water, 


The queinteſt forme, that beſt beſeemes each part, 

Is vnto each particular afſignd : 

And in ſixe daies God ſhewd his matchleſle arr, 

Forming this world conformall ro his mind : 

Not, but he could haue all theſe things refind, 

And perteaedinlefſe than times leaſt rittle, 

Valike roman thats long about alittle, hs 
3 


The creation of * 
the worlds mar» 
rer from nothing, 
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The heauens he could haue ſpangled with their lamps: 
And ſtorde the airie cage, with winged breed : 

The foreſt where the ſauadge Beuic rampes, 

He could haue furniſht foorthwith for a need : 

And fild the ſeas with fiſhes in like ſpeed : 

But yetit was his vncomptrouled pleaſure; 

To worke them outin {ixe whole daies at leaſure, 


So many daies,ſfuch leaſure,and ſuch arr, 
Beſtowd in preparation of a ſcat 

For man vnformed,ſcemeth toimpart, 

Thar doubtles his good will is woonderous great 
To thoſe,for-whom he made this goodly ſeat : 
To whom by promiſe, he firſt ſeald a warrant, 
Ofchouſand fauours afterward apparant. 


He gaue an imitable preſident, 

That we ſhould not,in ouer eager haſte 

Poſt in our toyle,till breath and ſtrength beſpent : 
Nor raſhlie ruffle yp our works to waſte, 

But make good ſpeed, yet hurrie not too faſte, 


Sercizofr ſurbeves Aduiſement alwaies brings an aR to proofe : 


And things well done areall done ſoone enough. 


Fatherof wiſdome, father of the light; 

Whar firſt might be extracted from that traunce, 
Where all things lay confuſde without delight 

More woorthie then the lights faire countenaunce ? 
Whoſe abſence were faire beauties hinderaunce : 

For without light Timanthes had in vaine 

To carue his antique Cyc/ops tooke ſuch paine. 4 
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In vaine Parrhaſizz had ſhapt his peece : 
And Zeuxis drawne his queint Penelope - 
Apelles had expreſtthe floure of Greece 
Dame Yenw,to no purpole,it ſo be 

The Sunne had not affoorded light to ſee : 
In vaine thoſe maſters artificiall, 

Had raiſd theic woonders ſupernaturall : 


Danes temple: and that moniment 

Of louc and death Masſol/uz rombe mnch famed: 
And Phares beacon; works of woonderment, 

By three great maſters exquiſitely tramed : 

Which S:/trat,Scop.s, Creſiphon are named : .' 

In vaine thoſe maruailes all had been creed : 

If by the light, they had not been dereRed. 


What more hath everie artſman in requeſ?, 
When he doth frame an cxquilire deuife , 


Then that the worlds fairecie which lights the reſt, 


Should alſo glaunce vpon bis worke of price? 
For that intent, his. windowe open lies : 
Hedothadmir the ſunne-light fora witnes, 
That he obſerues proportion,art and fitnes, 


Either Gods ave ſpirit houering, 

Vpon the boyling confluence of water, 
Whichwraptthe Chaos as a coucring, 

Strooke ourtlight fire by ſecret force of natnre, 

As when contrarie winds begun toclatter, 

In Sommer nights;and clap two clouds together ; 


From hence proceed, bright flames & lightning wethe 
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Or God by parts diſpoſing of the maſſe, 
Fetchd brightnes from the herie element : 

Or heauens cleare curtaine that extended was, 
In twiſe ſixe houres vpon that litterment, 
Againe by God was darkned : toth'intent, 
That ech Horizon ſhould by turnes haue light: 
And cach againe an intercourſe of night : 


Or whether God produc'd achriſtall lampe, 

In countenance valike vnto the Sunne, 

And with another lightclear'd vp the dampe, 
While ſomtimes vp and ſomtimes downe it runne, 
Like Titan brandiſhing his ſtation; 

Let there-be light(ſaid God,)no ſooner ſpoken, 
But Light began to ſhew a glorious token. 


The gliſtring rates,acknowledging their dutie, 

Do ſhed themſelues on nature, being glad, 

To feele the cheering ſparks of lights faire beantie: 
Who skornes the ſhade wherewith ſhe erſt was clad, 
And loaths to be,or ſuffer others ſad. 

Cleere lampe,God giae thee many goodly morrowes, 


That cha(elt night,and putt to flight all ſorrowes. 


Thou worlds great candell : & thou truths right parent, 
Terrour of theeues,and perfeR looking glaſſe 

Of Gods good creatures,made by thee appatent : 
Firſt fruit of God beſpread vpon the maſle ; 

How doth thy beautie and thy grace ſurpaſſe ? 
Godscheerefull cie : which all the world ſuruaies, 
Why ſhould nor modeſt men chauart outthy praiſe? þ 
{CO An 
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And yet becauſe all pleaſures do diſpleaſe, 


That haue no blancke nor intercourſe betweene : iy Gal oleh 
And they beſt know the benefit of caſe, Grcerd da dep 


Which long in garboyles of the wars haue beene; 

For contrarics comparde are better ſcene, 

The ſyluer Swan,thart ſhines vpon Cayſter, 

Matchd with the ſwarthy crow,doth much more gliſter. 


Therefore the worlds renowned Archite& 

Ordaind the night to preaſe vpon the day : The commodities 
The day againe,nights error todeteR, of the rughe. 
The night daies eager ſchorches to allay : 

Andth aire with ſhowring vapors to aray : 

The night makes mellow ſeeds ſprout in the furrowes, 

Surceaſcth toyle: and breakes off daily ſorrowes. 


The night which coners all, with wings of pytch, 
Doth huſh the world,and lull itin a fleepe : 
Infufing filence,that no creatures quitch : 

But dronke with influence of ſlumber deepe, 
Both man and beaſt, do lay their limmes in ſleepe. 
The nights refreſh their wearie bones with eaſc, 
And makeamends for the*anguiſh of the daies. 


Sweete night, without thee, and thy welcome preſence, 
Life were a hell, where (turie like)ſad griefe, 
Reuenge, paine,auarice would daſhall pleaſance, 
And thouſand deaths, before deaths laſt repreefe, 
Would torture minde and bodieſaunce releefe : 
Sweete night,thon coulorſt cuerie perſonage 
In ſuirs alike,that plajes on worldly ſtage. 

'E Thou 


Om OOO OO ——O——_ @——_ _—  —— 


— — — —— — mam nr —— D—OCG—.enrSlenmbg cars —- oo Os —oeoim—_ — TT. 


28 
Thou blendeſt ſtates,and all diſtinRion, 

Which day light varies in a ſundric guiſe : 

Thou cquallelt the king and cullion, 

The rich,and poore,the {imple,and the wiſe, 
The iudge,and him that in dungeon lies : 
Matter and (lauc : foule maukyn and faire may : 
Daies candle out,the night niaks all things gray. 
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He that for ſome vngratious deed, remaines 

A creature damnd todelue in golden mines : 
And in thoſe traps of auarice,takes paines: 
Hethar all ſmokie at the fornace pines, 

Whiles he the ſulphur of mans hart refines: 
Though all daie long, his helliſh toile doth laſt : 
Yetat the night,he takes his duerepalt. 


He that alongſt the riuer tugs his boar, 

With pugs and oares againſtthe ſtubborne tide : 
And dropping ripe,doth ſtraine his rugged throat, 
That voice 2nd {trength may both his litour guide; 
At night vnto his pallate ſteps aſide, 

He that the ſpring proud medowes frizled haire 
Doth barbe with ficke : at night goes to his lare. 


Oalic you children of the bookiſh maids, 
While all the world is ouercaſt with night, 
Trace out a path, by your celeſtiall trades, 
Whereby into theheauens you take your flight, 
And with your muſe raiſe others to delight. 


But the ev'ning chime hathrong daies lateſt houre, 


The lizhr ſhut in, the daics begins to loure ; 


The 
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The night,vnbender of my head ſtrong ſtuddie, 
Approcherh near : bur new ſupplie of paines, 
Appeares as ſoone,1s morning peares out ruddie : 
And ſtill more worke dares on my wearic braines : 
For now behold innumerable traines, 

And ſquadrons of celeſtiall ſouldiers muſter : 
Dazling minecics with their bright oricatcluſter, 


You angels(Gods attentiue purſcuaunts) 

Be it,you are cocquall tothe light, 

Which drowns the name of your ſignificance : 

Or then firſt rooke your ſeruiceable flight, 

When heauen was ſpangled with thoſe aglets bright: 
Or,be you ancients tocach other creature : 
Surpalling theai in efſence,time and teature ; 


Meliſteth not to argue pro or cong 

Or vndertake with {tubborne conference, 
To dwell in this or that opinion : 

In points vncertaine obſtinate defence 

] do diſlike,and iangling arguments : 
Blind ſophiltrie is bold and full of taunts : 
But my ſure card is humble ignorance. 


Yet this I know,and therefore make no doubt, 
You aRive ſpirits,once were all created 

Immorrtall innocent,and faire throughout : 

And with great choiſe of heauenlie vertues fraghted, 
That with no creatures els,you could be mated: 
To Gods pureefſence you approch the nighek ; 
Alone inferior ynto the higheſt, 


E 2 But 


A diſcourſe of he 
Angels creation, 
which are 
thoughe vnder 
the name of lighe 
to haue bene cre 
ated: without de- 
rermining ypon ſo 
difficult a point, 
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But as deſertles wights, whom countenance 
And princesfauor,deigneth toexalt; 

Mounted on honors backe, begin to praunce, 
And gainſt their founder make vniuſt aſſault, 
Till downe againe,they {lip for their proud fault : 
Euen ſo ſome rout of thele created ſpirits, 
Inſur'gde againſt their maker for his merits. 


Some angels,gyants like,attempting farre, 

In malice of their founder,male-contenr, 

Banded themſelues,and made vnciuill warre, 
(Although in vaine) yet with alewd intent, 
Todiſpoſſeſle him of his regiment : 

Aſpiring Impes,ſo reared vp would wring, 

The crowne and ſcepter from their Lord and king. 


Lg 


Their Lord and king als preſt,with armed hands, 

Swift toencounter ſuch vſurping mights, 

Gunnes out his thunder at thoſe fier brands : 

And for reuenge of ſuch rebellious wights, 

He throwes them down,& makes them curſed ſprights: 
Downein theaire,or in ſome other place : 

For all is hell, whence God withdrawes his face. 


This rakehell rout inchaunted with diſdaine, 
(Now diueliſh feends by lewd apoſtaſic) 

Can make no braggs of any purchaſld gaine, 

But this : they rooke the longitude : how high, 
The heauens be diſtant from hels cuſtodie: 

By their ambitious iampe,they tooke the meaſure 
Of heauen from hell : but forfeited thepleaſure, 
Yer 
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hejl- 
Yet Sathan and 1 ..__ 
No whit amended by this ouerthrowe; 
Increaſe io rage,and graceles hardiment, 
Asfaſt as vnto them their rorments growe : 
Like to the Lizards, which by manya blowe 
Diſmembred : yet they fiercely turne againe, 
And ſhew their liuely rage in dying paine. 


Since which reuolt, this prince yſurping power, 
Amidſt the aire,hath made nor truce nor peace 

With mightie /owe : but ſtudies euerie hower, 

How he may cauſe the memorie to ceaſe 

OfGods great a&s deſeruing onely praile : 

Preſt to ſupplant the Church of Gods owne planting : 
And glad to ſee Gods glorie ſhould be wanting. 


He bends his force,to taint the perfeRt head, 
And rend it from the bodie militant : 


The kingly guide from citie to miſlead, The deuils a 
And plant himſelfe therein predominant : —_— 
The pilote of the ſhip he ſtriues todaunt ; and menthe 


For trom the Church,(Chriſts bodie)would he wring, >= 
Euen Chriſt that head,that pilote,and that king. 


But fith Gods cuerlaſting maicſtie 

Is ſafely ſeated,in his loftie throne : 

Which, neither force,nor threats can terrifie, 

Nor ladder ſcale, nor canon plaie vpon : 

But all their blaſts, themſclues are overblowne : 

For howſoeuer buzic ſathan tampares : 

His darts rebounde againſt Gods heauenly rampares. 
Therefore 
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But as deſertles wights, whom countenance 
And princes fauor,deigneth toexalt; 

Mounted on honors backe, begin to praunce, 
And gainſt their founder make vniuſt aſſault, 
Till downe againe,they {lip for their proud fault : 
Euen ſo ſome rout of theſe created ſpirits, 
Inſur'gde againſt their maker for his merits. 


Some angels,gyants like,attempting farre, 

In malice of their founder,male-content, 

Banded themſelues,and made vnciuill warre, 
(Although in vaine) yet with alewd intent, 
Todiſpoſſeſle him of his regiment : 

Aſpiring Impes,ſo reared vp would wring, | 
The crowne and ſcepter from their Lord and king. 


Their Lord and king als preſt, with armed hands, 
Swift toencounter ſuch vſurping mights, 
Gunnes out his thunder at thoſe fier brands : 
And for reuenge of ſuch rebellious wights, 

He throwes them down,& makes them curſed ſprights: 
Downein theaire,or in ſome other place : 

For all is hell, whence God withdrawes his face. 


This rakehell rout inchaunted with diſdaine, 
(Now diueliſh feends by lewd apoſtalie) 

Can make no braggs of any purchaſd gaine, 

But this : they tooke the longitude : how high, 
The heauens be diſtant from hels cuſtodie: 

By their ambitious inmpe,they tooke the meaſure 
Of heauen from hell : bur forfeited thepleaſure, 
Yet 
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Yet Sathan and hisrablement, 
No whit amended by this ouerthrowe; 
Increaſe in rage,and graceles hardiment, 
Asfaſt as vnto them their rorments growe : 
Like to the Lizards, which by manya blowe 
Diſmembred : yet they fiercely turne againe, 
And ſhew their liuely rage in dying paine. 


Since which reuolr, this prince vſurping power, 
Amidſt the aire, hath made nor truce nor peace 

With mightie /ove : but ſtudieseuerie hower, 

How he may cauſe the memorie to ceaſe 

OfGods great a&s deſeruing onely praiſe : 

Preſt to ſupplant the Church of Gods owne planting : 
And glad to ſee Gods glorie ſhould be wanting. 


He bends his force,to taint the perfeRt head, 
And rend it from the bodie militant : 


The kingly guide from citie to miſlead, The devils af 
And plant himſelfe therein predominant : _—_—_ 
The pilote of the ſhip he ſtriues todaunt ; and menthe 


For trom the Church,(Chriſts bodie)would he wring, >= 
Euen Chriſt that head,thar pilote,and that king. 


But fith Gods everlaſting maieſtie 

Is ſafely ſeated,in his lofrie throne : 

Which, neither force,nor threats can terrifie, 
Norlagder ſcale, nor canon plate vpon : 

But all their blaſts, themſclues are ouerblowne : 

For howſoeuer buzie ſathan tampares : 

His darts rebounde againſt Gods heauenly rampares. 
Therefore 
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Therefore deſpairing to ſurpriſe the head 

Againſt the members,now he turnes his darts : 
He leaues the tree, but would the branches ſhred : 
For neither huntſman hath ſo many arts; 

Nor hiher plaies ſo many cunning parts; 

Nor fouler laies ſo many craftic gins, 

To catch their ſeu'call games : as he laies (ins. 


As helaies fins,and baiteth ſecret hookes, 

To catch as well the ſimple as the wiſe : 

The trolike yonker rouing in his lookes, 

He charmes with ſhowes : alluring firſt his cies : 
For greedie pikes he baits with golden flies: 
Andprincelie ſtate he taketh as an angle, 

The high aſpiring climber to catangle. 


Such as diſdaine the worldlie blaſe of riches, 
With hundred vaine conceits he doth diſtra& : 

In maske of truth minds zealouſe he bewitches, 
Obtruding ſhowes,and words for vertues a& : 

In all good matters is his poiſon packt : 

Andlike a canker goodlie fruits and wholſome, 
He blaſts with yenime,making al things foulſome. 


Whocould withſtand the gloſing fallacies, 

Of this night prince in malice ſo profound, 

That he can {lp intodumbe images | 
Of gold,or wood, late hewen from the ground : 

And make them yeeld ſome liuelie ſpeech-like ſound : 
Which can aſſume a prophets countenance : 

Cauſc bonefires burne with hidden maintenance. 


. 
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The virgin prophetiſſe of Cumes or Delph, 

He prompred with their anſwere ot foreſight : 
He raiſde a Samwel,thaped like himſclte, 1 Sam.25.14 
Which told the king of doomes that hapned right: 

And yet not Samwel,bur a curſed ſprighr. 

He ſtrucke love Ammons prieſt with fits of woodnes : 

Suggeſting huttfull lics,in ſhowe of goodnes. 


Oracles Sibille, 


— 
Who can deſcrie this great deceivers guile ? EY 
Which could cranſmute arod into a ſnake ? —— 
Which did conuert the watrie yoole of Nile, Ca.7.23, 

To pulpe bloud ? which for a ſhift could make, 

Great (warmes of frogs produc'de from eu'rie lake, —— 
Tocrawle about the chambers of the king : 

All by his forged Magike praQuiing. 

And,ashe is a ſpright inuiſible, 

So can he ſincke the thoughts of mightie ſtates : La: 
And grope their minds, though he inſeoſible, ledpe is by cxpe- 


Till he acquaint himielfe with their debates, rience. 
And priuate grudges: whence obſcruing dates, 

With longexperiments,he takes a veiw : 

For tatling thence what matters (ball euſue. 


The braueſt wits, with ſome fantaſtike glimſe, 

Ofrhings ro come, he can intoxicate : 

And to1nueigle high conceipted impes, 

Of afterclaps he can prognolticate : 

Weſee men prouident,whoſe weake eſtate, 

NoTooner ſtands, bur fals : which live and die 

The ſclfeſame ſtound,yet what great things they trie 
Mcns 
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Mens bodies be bur ſluggiſhinſtruments, 

Not like to ſprights in atiue motions : 

Yet they by torce of mettals,and of plants, 
Producea thouſand ſtrange concluſions; 

As iſhuing from ſome heauenlie motions : 

And ſhall we thinke,that ſuch old ſoking ſprights, 
Cannot worke woonders farre aboue their mights ? | 


The rather for their immorrtalitie, 

Plodding in ſchoole of long experience : 
They can diſcouer eu'rie qualitie 

Of hidden ſimples,and ingredients : 

For bodies they haue none to clog the ſence: 
But whatſocuer enterpriſe entended; 

Within a moment they can haue it ended. 


Not that they haue the bridle on their necks, 


Or making hauocke on the earth plaic reaques : 
And tyrannize,with danger and diſtruſt, 

On leud mens ſoules, and bodies of the juſt : 

But they are muſled, with a greater force : 

At whoſe commaund they take ,or ſtaie the courſe. 


Not without leaue,that maſter ſpright of Iyars, 
Could play the meſſenger to eMcbeb: courrt : 
And by falſe tales,intiſe him to the briars, 

And make him dare his foe, from our his fort : 
Till his owne godles ſoule returned (horr. 

Noryet withouta paſſe-port to him graunted, 

Could humble /ob, with ſuch aſſaults be haunted : 

His 
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His rarlets flaine,his riches all deſtroide, 


His flocks conſumde,his camels made apraie : 


His kinred (it aloofe,as men annoide+ -- 

With ſuch apoore baſe kinſman in theitwaie :/ 
His houſe turnd ropfieturuic todecaic : 

This was notdone but by commiſſton : 

The deuill making firſt petition. 


Eternall /o#eto proue the confidence 

Ofconſtant men, that faith might grow by triall; 
And choke with errors the erronions ſence, 

That in true matters there beno eſpiall : 

Tolying ſprights he maketh notdeniall, 

But lets them ſlip, which do not ceaſe tofnrther 
Theleud attemprs commenc'd in Adam; murther. 


Still they | pratiſe wonred feates : 
The ſelfeſame arioill they do hammer Rill; - * 
And forge new {lights liketo their old deceits« - 
But yet ſomtimes,do good againſttheirwill, 

And though therent apoſtate ſeeke to kill, 

Yet ſomtime they vnawres,in mid ofbloud, 
Haue made fierce tirantsconfortwith the good, 


The hurtles hoſt, Gods cncrlaſting rraine, 
Which kept their firſt eftare;faonce hautie pride : 
Not mountingyp, tot toinbling downe againe, 
Attend Gods pleefate; Rarting not afide, 

But tread the pathes, prefixed bytheir guide : 
This is their onlie ton : 
Gods glorie;and the fainrs faluation. 
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No R__ deſire aGailes their phantaſie 2 
The pleaſant aſpeRofalmightic God. | 


Is better then the ſweereR Ambraſie's,e;; -;1 1 ttt 1500 
The retriuegk, ajambe.tharlopghatb-irod;. \ 

In wailes deft ſert,lopſlis ir &raide abroad. :. FR \: \f'S 
The child once loſt,reduc'deto penitence : 

Dclighteth them as Ne#arrinflucnce, 


Noughtelſe requiresthe high aſpiring minde, 

But kingdome'vato kingdome to vnite; 

And Diademe-with Diademeto-binde, 

That all the world might ſtoupe to one mans might; \ 
Bat heauenly angelshaue no ſuch delight, : + ;;j!,,. 
No ſuch defirgat greater excellence...) + 1--(7 
But in Gods. 4 => {pcadtheir diligence. 


No ſooner ſounds the yoice of Gods command : 
No ſooner doth a begke of maicſtie proceed : 

No ſooner comes a marterto be ſcand, 

Wherein theſe angels ſcrue inany ied, 

But out they flic with more than winged ſpeed: 
Bending themſclues to execute the word, 

And toctica the mandate of their Lord. 


One of them followes eAger in hir flight, 
a ſhorxning hir exiled pilgrimage 

By ſpeech doth yeeld valooked bed delight: : 
anche doth conduR with zquipage, + 
The marching armies of Gods heritage 
Others dire& yoong acob tothe Eaſt, 
And yeelde him courage in his firſt {rights reſt, 


firſt weekeof ddBarei: 


Another skilde in Phyſicks lortapplies: |: /:- 
A ſoucraigne plaiſter for decaied light, 
Euen ſuch as vnto faithfull Tobrrbs cies _ 

Reſtord againe the long dehred light. ' 

To Nazareth one takes his nimble flight, 

And theretore truth to Meare doth pronounce, Luc.t.26. 
She ſhould be Maide and Mother all at once 2- 


She ſhould conceaue, and beare but onely one: 
Yer at one burden ſhould ſhe bring forth theſe, 

A Father, Husband,Brother,and a Sonne, - + 
That by this birth men troubled might finde eaſe q 
When as the ot-ſpring, whom it ſodid pleaſe 

To be incloſde within hir virgins wombe, 

Might not be cowpd within a world of roeme, 


Another ſort in feruentzealc attend, THAT 

Wirh hand,and foote to guarde the Ld ſonne: 

And Sathans conflict brought vntoancnd, —— 
They miniſter him comfort that had wonne, 

And helpe to triumph when the combats donger 

In fruitles ſand,and ſtonie wildernes, 

They do not leaue Chriſt comfortles, 


One cheares bim vp to take the bitrer chalice; 

And drinke that off which God had tempered, . Luc.23 43. 
To waſh from finne,and wring from Sathans malice 

The ſoules of men by Sathan blemiſhed: 


Another brings glad tydings of the dead, /-- Mathaf.2.g. 


And ſhewes the Matrones of their C hrilts arifing, ' 
Which was reputed dead, by their ſurmibng, TI 
, E 2 ne 


— CE. Ro = 


Luk.1.r2. 


Exod.z.2. 


Exod. 12.29. 


2.Kings.19.35. 


- 


3 cunnoaa x 


-One far beyond albi 

Brings tidings of /obw {trange paciuities 
Another puts in execution” 

The tenor of Gods.puzpofe Faithfully, - 
Aduancing Ir todignitie, - - 

' One makes fearful} (laughter anda ad, 

On all the firſt borneunales that &gypt had. 


Exemptedonely fromthe maſſaker, 

All ſuch a&aditheir doorepoſts paintedred, 

With bloud of. tambe flaine for = paeguer's ; 
Anoth@' ih #mf\bmerit'vha 

The hoſt ureter OY 
Blaſphemous words, and'termes of higheſt Nander, 
Boaſting his gods, againſt the heanens commander. 


His ſoldiers had ſubJnde the Baſtertingy': 

And now begirr that citie;which alone * 

"* Adores the on6lie pecrlefſe king of kings: 
Withour the wals {carſe could a bird haue flowne, 
For troupesbeleagaring the garriſon. 

Which Ezechias viewing,as aprince moſt wiſe, 
Foreſces th'euent,as preſent to his cies. - 


Foreſces the common hauotke tound about : 

His ſubie&s taken captiue;caſt in bands, 

| Theirviiider children ſquatted in the rout ; 

Their noble virgins forc'de with bloodic hands, 
Deflowr'de with raviſhmenr,and rough commands : 
His kinglieperſoh eide with thouſand threats, 
Alrcadic hackt ae hewdintheir conceats. 


2nO Foreſces 
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Foreſeces the naked temple firiprof wall, 

The ſacred Cenfors not with mirrhe perfumde, 
The Altar bare,no ſacrifice at ay, 

But pricſts of God,and priefthood both confumde: 
Waighing theſe things, and how his foe til} fumde, 
He ſprinkled aſhes, and with penirence, 

He cride to God in ſackcloth, for defence, 


God heares his crie,and whets his lightning darts, 
To ſtrike the ſquadrons of that heathniſh rout : 

And while dead Ocepe benums their ſenſclefle harts : 
(Their bodies, hemming in the fires about ) 

He doth addreſſe and fend a champion out : 
Hunting the fruſtrate legar withour pitic, 

And caſting friendly lookes ypon the citic. 


Chareg'd is the field, a ſcowre flies out the darr, 
Whole ſingle flight isnot content to make * 

A ſingle (laughter : bur through eu'rie parr 

It cuts alanezand thickeſt troupes doth rake: 
Embrewd in bloud,and like a lightning flake, 
The ſword doth brandiſh, lighting here and there, 
As doth a whirlewind whiske abour the aire. 


They fliein chaſe, but too too flow they drag, 
To ſcape the reach of ſucharamping blade : 
The gl;ttring ſteele is onelie ſeene to wag, 

By which, ſuch hauocke in one night is made : 
Like as the windmill failes with ſowpe vnſtaid, 
Do (ſwindge abour,yet no man ſees the winde, 
By whoſe impulſiue force;the ſailes do grinde. 


Noa 


efoans 


che Angols. 


4 —Thefirſtdayofthe: / 


No ſooner had the purple morning chac'de 
The donker ſhade;trom haughtic Liban's top, 
But th'Ebrew garders in their ſconſes plac'de, 
Behold wtiole heapes of men ſlaine atachop, 
(An hunger d,foyre ſcore,and five thouſand)ſtop 
Andpettetall rheir wonted paſſages : 

Astfft with men,ſo now with carcaſcs. 


The Iewesreare ſolemne triumph to the skie, 
Inſulting on the quailed conquerour : 
Aſcribing nh wn this viorie, 
Alone vnto the worlds chicte gouernovur, 
Which gaue theſe brauing troupes the ouerture. 
But you O ſacred tutors of the ſaints, 
Switt archers helping when our armic faints, 


Youthatin counfell are as delegates, 

And poſts in needfull expedition : 

Heraulds in ſounding outto all eſtates 

The ſumme of Gods decreed commithon : 
You that do feare the countenance of none : 
Were men like rocks,or ſturdie like ro giants, 
You dare preſume to giue them ail defiance, 


Faithfull interpreters from God to men : 
Faine would 1 ſtill attend vpon your trace, 
With laggring pinions of my feeble pen, 

But that I journey to a further place, 

And therefore doubt, leaſt in ſo long aTace, 
Haſting roo much,the firſt outſerting day, 

Myraſhgttetopt might faulter by che way. 
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For he that entertaines a braue deſire, 

(Which well beſcemes a woorthie Caualeer) 
To view ſtrange men,ſtrange maners and attire, 
In forren countries as a traueller, 

It bootes him not to be ſwift paſſenger : 

He ſpecdes it well if in his firſt daies rode, 

He leaues the place and coaſt of his abode, 


